
KAITLYN HANRAHAN
kaitlyn@kait.us   ·   www.kait.us   ·   +41 77 454 45 53
Altdorf, Uri   ·   Italian & US citizen   ·   Swiss Resident (Permit B)

Senior full-stack engineer with 18 years of experience designing, building, and shipping software across web, mobile, 
and backend. Three years at Adobe, then founded Simply Digital OÜ in 2013 and still serves as principal engineer of a 
consumer product used by more than 50,000 people. Deep care for UI: pixel-perfect implementation, responsive 
performance, and attention to detail. Looking for a small team where we build things we are proud of and learn from 
each other.

EMPLOYMENT

Simply Digital OÜ  ·  Rome → Switzerland July 2013 – Present
Founder & Principal Engineer · consumer mobile app
Engineering

• Designed, built, and continue to operate a live consumer app serving more than 50,000 users, with end-to-end 
ownership from UI through backend and infrastructure

• Built a pixel-perfect client UI featuring a one-of-a-kind scheduling system, interactive analytic charts, dynamic 
theming, onboarding flows, alerts, and GDPR-compliant privacy flows

• Designed and built a SQLite ↔ Firebase Realtime Database sync layer with last-write-wins collaboration, invitations, 
permission management, and ownership handoff

• Implemented anonymous, free, and paid account tiers with Firebase Authentication, Google Analytics, and 
subscription in-app purchases

• Built push and transactional notification infrastructure on Node.js + Firebase Functions (GCP), with Customer.io for 
engagement and SendGrid (Twilio) for email

• Owned all aspects of the product: QA and testing, release engineering, performance, security, data integrity, legal 
compliance, and Google Play compliance

Product, Design & Business
• Hired and managed design, copy, and admin contractors; mentored 2 engineering and 2 marketing interns
• Ran UX studies with external agencies and A/B tests on live user data
• Optimised Google Ads acquisition to $0.11 CPA for installs (industry benchmark $0.30–$3.00)
• Produced user-education video and site assets in an in-house recording studio using Premiere Pro, GarageBand, and 

Photoshop

Contracting  ·  Rome, Italy July 2010 – June 2013
Independent consultancy for small-business web clients

• Delivered WordPress sites end-to-end: design implementation, theme and plugin development in PHP, content 
modelling, and ongoing support

• Implemented client-provided designs in responsive HTML, CSS, and JavaScript
• Built rich interactive interfaces in Adobe Flex alongside the core web stack

Adobe Systems, Inc.  ·  San Francisco, USA June 2007 – July 2010
Software Engineer, Automation Tools (Acrobat & Reader)

• Built internal engineering tools for Adobe Acrobat & Reader product teams, treating them as users while also setting 
their technical direction

• Owned automated installer testing infrastructure, from the UI presenting test results down to my lab of physical 
machines running the tests

• Served as QA Branch Manager with final sign-off on all test changes shipped by the US and India QA teams
• Led a testing-coverage overhaul by conducting QA user interviews, redesigning the tool UIs, and rebuilding the 

results pipeline
• Led multiple data-modelling efforts, significantly improving normalisation across internal systems
• Contributed Python features to the automation framework ahead of schedule
• Raised Flash-in-Acrobat code coverage from 0% to 60% by designing and teaching a QA training programme

Earlier Work: Intercomm, Belfast (2007): NGO peace-building programme support.  ·  Prudential / Pramerica Life, Milan (2006): 
database reporting on ACL, Crystal Reports, and AS400.  ·  State Street Global Advisors, Boston (2005): web application and database 
reporting.



SELECTED PROJECTS

• urikalender.ch: Aggregates events across Uri by scraping HTML from multiple local calendar sites. Started as a 
Hackdays Uri project and still running.

• hustlecastle.site + youtube.com/@foonhc: Top English-language fan resource for Hustle Castle (77M installs), 
combining a WordPress site (~2,000 uniques and 5,000 pageviews monthly) with a companion YouTube channel, all 
production in-house.

• youtube.com/@kait-hanrahan: Personal channel on productivity and organization, with 154 videos produced to 
date, all written, filmed, and edited in-house.

• Adobe Flex Workshop, Boston: Authored a six-week, nine-hour lecture-and-lab curriculum and wrote code samples 
to accompany the lessons

• Northeastern University research: Co-developed an internet voting web application with Professor Agnes Chan 
(Associate Dean of Graduate Programs) and PhD students in security and networking

EDUCATION

Northeastern University  ·  Boston, USA 2003 – 2008
Bachelor of Science, Double Major in Computer Science and Information Science
5-year programme: 4 years of coursework combined with 18 months of paid internships

• Excellence in Teaching Award (one of two distinctions given in a graduating class of approximately 3,000 students)
• Dean’s List and Honors Program
• Served as President of the ACM Chapter and led the chapter to four ACM Excellence Awards in five years of 

worldwide competition

SKILLS

Web Frontend  HTML5, CSS, JavaScript; responsive design; pixel-perfect implementation from design files; UI 
animation; cross-browser testing; accessibility; image and asset optimization
CMS & Backend web  PHP, WordPress (themes, plugins, content modelling), Node.js, SQL; Firebase / Google Cloud 
Platform
Mobile  Android: 10 years shipping a live consumer product (Java, Node.js, SQLite, Google Play)
Design & tooling  Adobe Creative Cloud (Photoshop, Premiere Pro, InDesign), Google Analytics
Programming languages (selected)  JavaScript, PHP, Java, SQL, Python, Ruby
Specialties  Database design, API integration, data integrity, user experience, designer collaboration, scope 
management, project ownership, mentoring

LANGUAGES & INTERESTS

Languages  English (native) · Italian (C1–C2) · German (B1, enrolled in a course)
Writing  Quora Top Writer 2016. Long-form technical writing, product copy, and video scripts.
Hobbies  Photography, videography, ballet, yoga, hiking, and skiing.
Family  Two daughters, ages 7 and 10.


